
 
Phase 1 Reopening Plan 

First Baptist Church of Santa Fe 
 
Our state and federal governments have determined that, effective May 16, 
New Mexico churches may safely resume in-person meetings with an attendance maximum 
of 25% of the official room occupancy, allowing us to seat 85 in the sanctuary. 
 
We are planning to resume our in-person Sunday church worship services at 25% capacity 
starting this coming Sunday, May 24, 2020 at 10:30am.  We invite the families of those 
necessary to put on the worship service and those who are not able to worship well 
through the online or television broadcasts to attend in-person; however, we ask all who 
attend in-person to follow the reopening guidelines below.   
 
We ask those who are able to worship online or through television for the time being and 
those who are considered most vulnerable to COVID-19 to continue worshipping from 
home, as we begin this phased re-opening.   
 
Reopening Guidelines Following State and Federal Mandates: 

- Pews are marked off to allow 9 ft. between open seating rows.  Household members 
please sit together and remain 6 ft. apart from other households.  Please sit toward 
the end of your pew and leave space in the middle of the pews open.  Ushers will be 
available to aid in seating.   

- Once the sanctuary fills to 85 in attendance, the next people to arrive will be asked 
to move to the overflow room in the gym.  The gym has a large capacity and will be 
used as our overflow room with seats also placed 9ft. apart.  If a significant group is 
having to use the overflow room for more than two weeks, the church will move to 
offering two worship services at 25% capacity each.   

- For the time being, there will be no Club 44 or worship care for children.  For 
families who wish to attend, parents please monitor the movement of kiddos and 
help them learn to worship during the service.  We will provide a worship bulletin 
for children to help parents during the sermon time. 

- We will follow the federal and state face-covering guidelines.  We expect all 
attendees over age 3 (according to the CDC) to wear a face-covering.  The church 
will have masks available for those who need one, but please do not come physically 
if you feel you cannot wear a mask.  Worship leaders will take them off to aid in 
communication.   

- Choir is cancelled and congregational singing will be modified as much as possible.   
- Pew Bibles, hymnals, envelopes, and pencils are removed.  Worship bulletins will be 

placed on pews by staff prior to the worship service.  Offerings can be mailed, given 
through the website, set up with direct bank draft, or left in the offering plates at 
either door, but offering plates will not be passed.   
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- The entire building and all equipment will be thoroughly sanitized.  To aid in 
adequate cleaning, the foyer, sanctuary, piano-side restrooms, church office, gym, 
and gym restrooms will be open.  Please avoid other areas and avoid touching as 
many surfaces as possible.  Entry doors will be propped open before and after 
service.   

- Please avoid coming physically if sick, showing any COVID-19 symptoms, or running 
a temperature.  Those with close contact to a person who is lab-confirmed COVID-19 
positive must not attend until the end of the mandated 14-day self-isolation period. 

- Please wash hands frequently, use hands-free hand-sanitizing stations, and keep at 
least 6ft. away from other worshippers at all times, including entering and exiting.  
No hand shaking, hugging, or holy kissing! 

- If at this time you do not feel comfortable worshipping in-person or if you feel you 
cannot keep to these guidelines, please feel free to continue worshipping through 
the online and television broadcasts.  If you normally serve on Sunday morning but 
do not feel ready to return, please communicate with the church office, and we will 
find other means to take care of your responsibilities.   

- After the service, Pastor Reed will not greet at the door but will be outside near the 
flagpole for car greetings. 

- No other physical classes or group meetings at the church.  Online zoom Connection 
Groups, Prayer Meeting, and Bible studies will continue to meet online.   

- During the week, please avoid making physical visits when possible.  The foyer will 
be open for donations, and please wear a mask if you enter the church office.   

- The church office will remain open from 8:30am-4pm Monday through Friday.  
Church staff will remain on skeleton crew and remote work plan as long as all 
necessary tasks are completed.   

 
These policies reflect New Mexico – Phase 1 Re-opening Guidelines mandated by state and 
federal authorities and will be adjusted as government officials adopt new guidelines.   
 
Church, these guidelines have been thoroughly vetted and edited by the leadership bodies 
of First Baptist Church.  If you would like to return to in-person gatherings, we expect you 
to wear a mask and strictly monitor yourself and your own family on these polices.  If you 
feel you cannot follow these guidelines, we completely understand and just ask that you 
wait to return to in-person gatherings until these restrictions change.  Please use our online 
or television broadcasts as long as you need them.  Please do not attempt to “enforce” these 
guidelines with others.  We ask that you have abundant grace with others, but you may let 
one of the pastors or deacons know if you see something that needs to change. 
 
We are excited to worship together, and we must do so carefully.  As we move forward, 
may our love and care for the wide diversity of believers who make up First Baptist Church 
be a shining light to our watching world.  May we keep step with the Holy Spirit at all times 
as Jesus teaches us, “By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another,” (John 13:35).  May God be glorified in all we do! 
 


